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Academic History 
1994  Bachelor in Agricultural Science at Hirosaki University (Japan) 
1996  Master in Agricultural Science at Hirosaki University (Japan) 
1999  PhD in Agricultural Science, Nagoya University (Japan) 
 
Professional/Scientific Career 
1999-2000 Postdoctoral   Fellow of Bioscience Center, Nagoya University   

(Japan) 
2000-2003  Researcher   Zeneca/Syngenta Japan (Japan) 
2003-2010 Lecturer   Graduate School of Life and Environmental  

Sciences, University of Tsukuba (Japan) 
2007-2008  Visiting Researcher  Fruit Biology & Pathology Unit, INRA (France) 
2010-2015  Associate Professor   Gene Research Center, Faculty of Life and  

Environmental Sciences University of Tsukuba (Japan) 
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Professional Societies : 

Japanese Society for Horticultural Science 
Japanese Society for Plant Cell and Molecular Biology 
The Japanese Society of Plant Physiologist 
Japanese Society of Breeding 
Japan Solanaceae Consortium 
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2014  Best Poster Presentation Award, Japanese Society for Plant Cell and Molecular  
 Biology 
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Committee of Japanese Society for Plant Cell and Molecular Biology (2008-2011) 
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JSPS Plant Molecular Design Committee (2010-date) 
Secretary General of JSPS Plant Molecular Design Committee (2010-2015) 
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To gain a better understanding of physiological role(s) of carbohydrates and amino acids in fruit 
quality and development, our research group focuses on starch and GABA metabolism and their use 
during fruit development of tomato, which represents an ideal plant model for many fruit species. We 
have also investigated the cross-talk of metabolic regulation of carbon and amino acid and abiotic 
stress such salinity. Additionally, we are trying to produce high value-added tomato resources with 
high sugar and/or GABA contents through screening of mutants and generation of transgenic lines. I 
have authored or co-authored 42 peer reviewed scientific articles/reviews (ISI Web H-Index 14; > 700 
citations) and 5 books. 
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